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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 Sept.8 :  Chicken & 

Pickle-All School 

Fundraiser (5:30-

7:30) 

 Sept. 10:  Founda-

tion and PTSO 

Meeting 

 Sept. 11:  Picture 

Day 

 Sept. 14:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 17:  Il Vicino 

Night (E. Douglas) 

 Sept. 19:  Kona Ice 

at lunch 

 Sept. 19:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 20:  Official 

Enrollment Count 

Day 

 Sept. 20:  8th 

Grade Band @ East 

 Sept 23:  Volleyball 

at Robinson 

 Sept 24:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 September 25-27:  

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

Picture Day is on Wednesday, 

September 11.  Order online at inter-

state.com/FlyerEntry/39012PF.  

Every student 

will be 

photographed 

for the yearbook.    

 

Have questions about homework? 

The Homework Hotline is here to 

help!  Students at all grade levels 

who have questions about their 

assignments, as well as parents and 

guardians who need support while 

helping their child at home, can call 

or email the Homework Hotline. 

There are certified teachers who can 

answer questions on any assignment 

from kindergarten through high 

school. One bilingual (Spanish) tutor 

is always available during hotline 

hours.  The Homework Hotline is 

open Monday through Thursday from 

3:30 – 7:30 p.m.   Call for help: 973-

4411 or email your questions to 

homework@usd259.net.   Please 

take advantage of 

this support 

system to make 

Every Student 

Future Ready!  

 

Students will be checking their 

grades and community service hours 

completed and turned in each 

Monday in CHARGE time.  They will 

make a list of any assignments 

missing, so they 

can get everything 

turned in.  If they 

would like to work 

on any assignments they can come 

to ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday in 

room 217.  If a student has a D or 

and F in any class they will be 

required to come to ZAP until the 

grade is brought up.  ZAP is 

available to ANY PIB student who 

would like  to come in at lunch and 

recess on Tuesday and Thursday 

for additional worktime for any 

class.  Students can get a pass 

from any teacher BEFORE 6th hour 

and MUST have their ID. 

Computers are available for 

students to use during this time.  

 

Did you complete any community 

service hours this summer?  Make 

sure you write your reflection and 

turn in your community service 

forms to your CHARGE Teacher.  If 

you have any questions please see 

Ms. Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and 

Ms. Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  

Log sheets are available on our 

team page on the Robinson 

Website.   Sixth Graders need to 

complete 15 hours, Seventh 

Graders 20 hours, and Eighth 

Graders 25 hours. Half of the hours 

are due to their CHARGE teacher by 

Friday, December 6.  If the hours 

are not completed Social Studies 

grades will be lowered 10%. 

 

Please make sure you are checking 

Parent/Student Vue for the most 

up to date grades.  Thank you for 

your support!  Please contact us if 

you have any questions or 

concerns.   

https://inter-state.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86bf98013aa8c9ab0f4f283a9&id=50ea7a0efc&e=d8d27c5905
https://inter-state.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86bf98013aa8c9ab0f4f283a9&id=50ea7a0efc&e=d8d27c5905
mailto:homework@usd259.net
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Volunteers Needed 

Know of a 
Community  

Service 
Opportunity?   

Email Denise Van Horn at 

dvanhorn@usd259.net to 

include on this page.   

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number 

of hours you have turned in. 
Students can join Google Classroom  

1. Sign into the portal (https://portal.usd259.net)  (MUST USE THEIR USD259 account) 

2. Click on Google Classroom 

3. Click on the + in the upper right to join a class 

4. Use the Classroom Code:  ajoks4 

Oktoberfest Run for the Poor 5Kand 1 mile volunteers  

Oktoberfest race is just around the corner! I am needing as 

many volunteers to cover the course intersections as pos-

sible. If you are able to help out, it would be greatly appre-

ciated. This year volunteers will get volunteer shirts. Please 

give me your size and how many people can volunteer at 

an intersection with you. This is such and important role in 

keeping the race route safe for the runners and direct traf-

fic. I will assign you an intersection once you give me the 

okay!  Contact Jenny Jones; (316) 214-5201; 

jonesynks@gmail.com 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
https://portal.usd259.net
mailto:jonesynks@gmail.com
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

This week we take our second test.  We will be 

busily working on the last quiz, practicing on Ma-

thia, and studying for the test.  Toward the end of 

the week we start our third topic:  Decimals and 

Volume.  Please make sure that students are 

working on Mathia at home and doing a thorough 

and thoughtful job on homework so that they will 

do well.  Thank you for all your support! 

We get to begin our Motion Unit this week.  Our 

focus this week will be motion and Newton’s First 

Law.  This is an active unit in which I plan to have 

the kids use online simulators and build a device 

of some sort.  I have some ideas, but I want to get 

the students’ input so I’ll keep you posted.  This 

week I will check pages 10-11 in the science spi-

rals. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will be working in small groups reading and 

responding to the literary excerpts The War Or-

phan Who Became a Ballerina, Bad Boy and I Was 

a skinny Tomboy.  The focus will be on reading 

non-fiction, using context clues as we read and 

preparing a speech. 
 

We will be writing our first persuasive paper on 

which is the better lifestyle- Hunting and Gather-

ing or Agriculture. Then we will begin our study of 

ancient Mesopotamia learning about the Fertile 

Crescent and  the many innovations developed 

during this historical period. 

Next week, we start our first novel of the year, Ref-

ugee, by Alan Gratz. Students will need to have 

their books with them daily in class. We also will 

be on Lesson 1 in the Wordly Wise vocabulary pro-

gram, and the first quiz is tentatively on Friday the 

13th.  Reminder: Please remember to keep track 

of your reading for the 25 Books campaign. 

Hopefully your student shared the catchy song 

that he or she learned this week to memorize the 

Spanish alphabet!  The quiz over the alphabet 

has been moved to Monday the 9th, and the fo-

cus for the rest of next week will be on greetings 

and farewell expressions. 

We have an exciting week ahead! This week we 

will learn to have a basic greeting conversation in 

Spanish, will have a speaking quiz on Thursday (in 

small groups), and will be introduced to the His-

panic Heritage Project! The HHP has many due 

dates, so ask your student to show you their pack-

et on Monday. 

Decomposing and composing numbers has con-

cluded with an investigation of factors and multi-

ples. Students have been identifying the LCM and 

the GCF of a number set in order to decompose 

the numbers using the distributive property. Math 

Practice Focus: Precision and Utilizing Patterns. 



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will continue working on Module 3 Topic 2:  Solving Equations and Inequalities.  Our test will be the 

following week either Tuesday (17th) or Wednesday (18th).  This year students are asked to complete 

25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have time each week in class to work towards this 

goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 

Students will be continuing on their journey into 

the greater galaxy known as Sci Fi. We will finish 

reading Ray Bradbury’s classic “The Veldt” in 

which technology plays a key role in the destruc-

tion of a family. Students will be analyzing Brad-

bury’s use of figurative language, dialogue, and 

point of view to develop character and theme.  

 7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will test over 

Solving Equations and Inequalities on Tuesday, 

with Mathia to follow on Wednesday.  We’ll then 

begin the next Topic on Multiple Representations, 

which involves a lot of group work! 

 

7th Grade Algebra 1:  Math students will finish up 

the topic on Sequences, with a test likely toward 

the middle or end of the week.   

We will finish with human geography core concepts this 

week.  There will be a test over both physical and human 

geography core concepts on Friday, September 

13th.  Though students do not have a textbook, their note-

book with notes and assignments should provide the re-

sources they need to study.  There will be a study guide 

posted on Google classroom, but it is not assign-

ment.   They can choose to use it or ignore it completely.  As 

the 18th anniversary of September 11th is this week, please 

look for an oral history homework assignment on Monday, 

due on Wednesday.  Students will interview you or another 

adult to better understand what that day was like to live. 
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Seventh Grade PIB 

On Wednesday of next week students will take a 

quiz that will require them to know how to correct-

ly spell  all of the vocabulary words from Chapter 

2B in their textbooks.  A great tool for preparing 

for this quiz is the quizlet.com website.  In the 

site's search box, please type "tktflores" and look 

for my link to Chapter 2B.  I highly recommend the 

"speller" and "gravity" activities. 

Seventh grade science students will be learning 

about electromagnetism next week, with a test on 

Monday the 9th. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Students have been exposed to several authentic 

songs recently to grow their cultural awareness 

and to allow them to experience the vocabulary 

and grammar they are studying in context. Next 

week they will review infinitive expressions and 

learn about stem-changing verbs. 

Eighth grade science classes will be studying 

waves next week. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Taylor—Math Van Horn—Math 

 Math students will finish up the topic on Se-

quences, with a test likely toward the middle or 

end of the week.   

Students will be wrapping up their storytelling unit 

by telling their stories. They have been learning 

about effective story development, storytelling ele-

ments, and social drafting. Ask your student what 

story they are telling! 

We took a quiz over the founding of the 13 colonies this 

week, and we will begin Chapter 4, Life in the Colonies, 

on Monday.  This unit includes indentured servitude, 

chattel slavery, Triangle Trade, the Enlightenment, life in 

and the development of the colonies, and the French 

and Indian War.  As the 18th anniversary of September 

11th is this week, please look for an oral history home-

work assignment on Monday, due on Wednesday.  Stu-

dents will interview you or another adult to better under-

stand what that day was like to live. 

Using a variety of methods, students are finding 

the area and perimeter of objects on the coordi-

nate plane. These methods include using transfor-

mations, breaking down composite shapes into 

smaller shapes so that the appropriate formulas 

can be used, and using the distance formula. 

Math Practice Focus: Logic & Reasoning  

We will begin working on Module 1 Topic 2:  Se-

quences.  Our test will be the following week ei-

ther Tuesday (17th) or Wednesday (18th).  This 

year students are asked to complete 25% of the 

curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have time 

each week in class to work towards this goal.  If 

you need additional help, ZAP is available on 

Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




